
 
 
Special Year in Review Edition 
2013 has been truly an historic year. In the last year, Colorado has made great strides 

in making quality health coverage more affordable and accessible and CCLP has 

played a pivotal role in helping make health coverage a reality for more 

Coloradans.  Below, CCLP highlights many of the major accomplishments from the 

last year. 

  

Colorado Expands Medicaid 

By expanding Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act, Colorado took an important 

step in making health care accessible and affordable for more than an expected 

160,000 low income Coloradans.  CCLP was a leading advocate for the passage of 

Senate Bill 13-200 earlier this spring, ensuring that all Coloradans with incomes less 

than 138 percent of the federal poverty level ($15,856 for an individual) will be 

eligible for Medicaid. 

  

Thousands enroll in private insurance and Medicaid 

While open enrollment in our state has not been without problems, enrollments in 

coverage through Connect for Health Colorado and Medicaid are off to a good 

start.  CCLP is a leading consumer voice with the marketplace and the Department of 

Health Care policy ensuring that Coloradans can sign up for coverage quickly and 

seemlessly.  More work needs to be done to ensure Coloradans can enroll as quickly 

and seemlessly as possible, but, already 23,009 Coloradans have signed up for 

coverage through Connect for Health Colorado and over 114,000 have signed up for 

Medicaid under the health reform law's expansion. 

  

All low-income adults to receive coverage under Medicaid 

In recent years, Colorado took the important step to extend Medicaid coverage to a 

small number of the poorest adults who would not otherwise qualify for 

Medicaid.  Thousands were able to receive coverage but, with limited funding for this 

program, many thousands more were on wait lists to get coverage. With the 

implementation of the Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care Act this 

January, all low income adults in Colorado, with incomes less than 138 percent of the 

federal poverty level, will be able to receive coverage through Medicaid. 

  

Colorado's state-based insurance marketplace opens for business 

Connect for Health Colorado, Colorado's state-based health insurance marketplace, 

opened its doors October 1 and is currently enrolling Coloradans in qualified health 

plans that offer a core set of minimum essential health benefits.  The marketplace is a 

product of countless hours of dedicated, hard work and puts individuals, families and 
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small businesses in a position to compare and shop for health insurance products in a 

fundamentally new way.  Colorado is one of only 17 states plus the District of 

Columbia that opted to establish a state-based marketplace rather than allowing the 

federal government to administer one within the state.  Colorado's work is paying off 

and CCLP looks forward to continuing its work as one of the leading consumer 

advocacy organizations helping to shape marketplace developments. 

  

Children to receive continuous Medicaid and CHP+ eligibility 

Proposed regulations to implement 12 month continuous Medicaid and CHP+ 

eligibility passed initial approval by the Colorado Medicaid agency's rulemaking body 

in December 2013.  This policy is anticipated to go into effect March 

2014.  Continuous eligibility will ensure that children enrolled in Medicaid and CHP+ 

will receive uninterrupted, continuous care.  CCLP has been a longstanding, active 

supporter of this proposal which will provide better, seamless access to health 

services. 

  

Connect for Health Assistance Network takes off with additional funding 

CCLP led efforts to increase funding for Connect for Health Colorado's assistance 

network, a group of organizations across Colorado providing in person help for 

Coloradans looking to shop for health insurance.  CCLP's letter to Connect for Health 

Colorado's board of directors, which was signed by more than 20 counties, hospitals 

and organizations led to a $2.4 million increase in the requested funding as part of the 

the marketplace's federal grant application. 

  

CCLP works to protect the small group health insurance market 

During the 2013 legislative session, CCLP worked with the Colorado Consumer 

Health Initiative to help pass House Bill 13-1290, which helps to protect the stability 

of the small group health insurance market by limiting the circumstances in which 

very small employers may offer self-funded coverage.  Before House Bill 13-1290, 

many small businesses could easily move into and out of the small group insurance 

market depending on their employees' health status.  This threatened to destabilize 

Colorado's small group health insurance market.  CCLP's work on this legislation will 

help to ensure that small businesses may more easily provide coverage for their 

employees in the small group market. 

  

Marketplace and Medicaid agency implement coordinated appeals structure 

CCLP worked with Connect for Health Colorado and the Department of Healthcare 

Policy and Financing to implement a coordinated appeals structure through Colorado's 

Office of Administrative Courts.  This will ensure that individuals who appeal 

Medicaid or marketplace eligibility determinations (which may often both be at issue) 



may navigate a streamlined process for seeking an appeal that will be before a single 

adjudicator.    

  

Questions remain about hospital charges 

CCLP analyzed newly released data detailing that hospitals charge for common 

procedure and diagnoses.  The first two installments of the "Our Dollars, Our Health" 

series showed that hospital charges vary widely throughout Colorado, even within the 

same city, and that charges are not related to commonly cited cost drivers.  Look for 

the third installment in this series in the new year. 

  

Videos highlight importance of enrolling in coverage 

Groups all across the country have been working to get the word out about the 

opening of the health insurance marketplaces and the importance of enrolling in health 

coverage.  As Monday's deadline to sign up for coverage that starts in January 

approaches, CCLP wanted to highlight some of the most interesting and creative 

enrollment videos from 2013: 

 Out2Enroll  

 Cover Oregon  

 Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Care Forumâ€™s Open Enrollment 

Style  

 Bienvenidos a Cover Oregon  

 Funny or Die with Jennifer Hudson and Olivia Wilde 

 

CCLP Wishes you a warm, safe and health holiday season and a Happy 
New Year! 
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