
 
 
This week's updates: 

 Legislative Session Advances Health Coverage Goals 
 Governor Hickenlooper announces health agenda 
 Medicare Release Hospital Charge Data 
 Uninsurance increases as health premiums continue to rise   

What's New 

Legislative Session Advances Health Coverage Goals 
The 2013 Colorado Legislative Session adjourned on Wednesday.  Overall it was a 

good session for health care. Legislators approved the extension of Medicaid 

eligibility to Coloradans under 138% of the Federal Poverty Level.  They also 

approved a bill establishing mechanisms to fund the Colorado Health Benefit 

Exchange, now known as Connect for Health Colorado. Hundreds of thousands of 

Coloradans will have the opportunity to come into coverage through the Medicaid 

expansion and Connect for Health Colorado.  In addition we saw, finally, the 

extension of dental benefits for adults in Medicaid.  Adding dental benefits for adults 

to the  Medicaid program has long been a priority for low income advocates.  While 

what was approved was a limited benefit, it will go a long way towards helping low 

income Medicaid clients. 

  

CCLP helped to lead efforts to protect Colorado's small group insurance market by 

better regulating how and under what circumstances very small business can offer 

self-insured plans to their employees.  For more about this effort, see our End of 

Session Wrap-Up (link below). 

  

CCLP also supported and opposed a number of other legislative efforts. Significant 

among them was the establishment of the Office of Health Equity, and the defeat of an 

effort to weaken the Health Payment Assistance Program, which we strongly 

supported last year.   CCLP also worked to defeat a bill limiting access to biosimilar 

drugs.  While we typically do not get involved in pharmacy issues, we were concerned 

that limiting access to new drugs down the road would impede access to care as well 

as efforts to contain costs. (link to our fact sheet) 

For more about the session see CCLP's End of Session Wrap Up.   

For more about Connect for Health Colorado 

see:  http://www.connectforhealthco.com/ 

  

Governor Hickenlooper announces health agenda 
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This week Governor John Hickenlooper announced the administration's plan to make 

Colorado the healthiest state in the nation in a manner that improves the quality of 

care, care outcomes and reduces costs.  The governor's plan focuses on four major 

areas: 

 Promoting prevention and wellness by focusing on obesity, mental health, oral 

health, and substance abuse treatment. 

 Expanding coverage, access and capacity by, among other things, reducing the 

number of uninsured Coloradans by 520,000. 

 Improving integration of health and IT systems by promoting medical homes 

and expanding data sharing. 

 Focusing on quality and value, not volume. 

Read more about the governor's health care agenda here.  

  

Advancing the Debate 

Medicare Release Hospital Charge Data 
On Wednesday, the federal government released data detailing what hospitals in 

Colorado and across the country charge for medical procedures.  The data shows that, 

even in the same city, hospital prices vary dramatically. 

  

In Denver, for example, Denver Health charges $46,335 for a major joint replacement 

while Exempla St. Joseph's charges more than $83,500 for the same 

procedure.  Centura Health Littleton Adventist Hospital charges $31,455 to treat 

ordinary chest pain, two and a half times what Denver Health charges. 

  

Jonathan Blum, deputy director of the Center on Medicare and Medicaid Services 

(CMS) who released the data, said his agency could find no business reason for the 

price differences. 

  

The amount hospitals charge has little connection to what consumers end up paying, 

unless you are uninsured or underinsured.  Insurance companies negotiate 

significantly lower rates than what hospitals charge and Medicare pays hospitals 

based on calculated cost differences between hospitals.  Last year, Colorado 

lawmakers began to address the "sticker shock" for uninsured patients by requiring 

that hospitals charge uninsured individuals no more than the lowest negotiated rate to 

a private health insurer. 

  

The published data indicates the importance of transparency in helping to determine 

the underlying cost drivers in American health care.  It also highlights the importance 

of  the Hospital Payment Assistance Act (SB12-134) which CCLP worked to pass 

during the 2012 legislative session.  The Actl required hospitals to make information 

available about their charity care policies and discount programs and bill patients with 
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incomes under 250% of the Federal Poverty Level the lowest discounted rate paid by 

any insurance company. 

CCLP will be examining this hospital charge data in depth in upcoming policy briefs. 

  

The Denver Post, New York Times, Washington Post and other news outlets around 

the country have covered this story.  The hospital charge data is available on CMS's 

website. 

  

Uninsurance increases as health premiums continue to rise 
In 2011, the percentage of Coloradans without health insurance rose as health 

insurance premiums continued to rise faster than inflation, according to a report 

released this week.  The annual report from the Colorado Division of insurance details 

the cost and coverage of health insurance in the state. 

  

Nearly 16 percent of Coloradans were without health insurance in 2011, an increase 

from 13 percent just a year earlier.  Almost 69 percent of Coloradans have private 

insurance; most  through their employer. 26.8 percent are covered under government-

sponsored insurance like Medicare. 

  

Compared with national rates, Coloradans have a higher rate of private health 

Insurance,and a lower rate of government-sponsored insurance. 

  

The report also indicates that private health insurance premiums continue to increase 

at unsustainable rates.  In 2011, the average premiums for comprehensive health 

insurance offered by the 10 largest carriers in Colorado rose between 7 and 12 

percent.  Coloradans who buy their own health insurance through the individual 

market saw the largest increases. 

  

Read the full report here . 
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