
 
 
  

This week's updates 

 No decision yet 
 State tax revenue up slightly 
 Dying for Coverage: Uninsured adults are twenty-five percent more likely to 

die prematurely than adults with insurance 
 New issue brief on Medicaid for parents under PPACA 

Headlines of the Week 

No decision yet 

We are all still waiting for the Supreme Court's decision on the Affordable Care 

Act.  You can follow what's happening on Monday morning, the next possible 

decision date, beginning at about 8:00 a.m. MT on the SCOTUS Blog.  

 

State tax revenue up slightly 

Economists for the Legislative Council Staff and the Governor's Office of State 

Planning and Budgeting increased their revenue forecasts for the current and 

upcoming fiscal year by $320.1 million and $335.3 million respectively over March 

numbers.  While the projected growth in General Fund revenue is welcome news, the 

security of the state budget is threatened by several factors, which include the return 

of suspended tax breaks, federal budget cuts and an uncertain economy. For more, see 

the new issue brief from the Colorado Fiscal Policy Institute. 

  

Advancing the Debate 

Dying for Coverage: Uninsured adults are twenty-five percent more likely to die 

prematurely than adults with insurance 

Families USA released an updated version this week of its report on the uninsured 

entitled "Dying for Coverage: The Deadly Consequences of Being Uninsured".  The 

work is based on a 2002 analysis and estimate by the highly respected Institute of 

Medicine (IOM) of the number of people in the U.S. whose deaths are attributable to 

a lack of insurance. According to the Families USA report, in 2010 an average of five 

Coloradans died each week because they were uninsured.   
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Among the report's key findings: 

 Across the nation, 26,100 people between the ages of 25 and 64 died 
prematurely due to a lack of health coverage in 2010. 

 Between 2005 and 2010, the number of people who died prematurely each 
year due to a lack of health coverage rose 28 percent (from 20,350 to 26,100). 

 Between 2005 and 2010, 134,120 Americans died prematurely due to a lack of 
health coverage.   

Factors that cause the uninsured to die prematurely include that: 

 They are five times less likely to have a usual source of care; 
 They often go without screenings and preventive care; 
 They often delay or go without needed care; 
 They are more likely to be diagnosed with a disease in an advanced stage; and  
 They pay more for medical care. The report notes that sixty percent of the 

uninsured under age 65 report having problems with medical bills or medical 
debt. 

Colorado has begun to discuss solutions to address medical debt, billing and 

payment issues.  CCLP has reported on the passage of the Colorado Hospital 

Payment Assistance Act (SB12-134 Sen. Aguilar/Rep. Acree) this year which is 

intended to alleviate the problem of hospital debt for the uninsured under 250 

percent of the federal poverty level. 

 

New issue brief on Medicaid for parents under PPACA 

The Georgetown University Health Policy Institute Center for Children and Families 

released a new issue brief this week detailing the number and characteristics of 

uninsured parents who will be eligible for Medicaid beginning in 2014 under changes 

made possible by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  A fact 

sheet with specific data is available for Colorado and shows that there are 

approximately 68,000 uninsured parents with incomes under 133 percent of poverty, 

the income eligibility threshold for Medicaid for parents beginning in 2014.  These 

68,000 parents represent 35.5 percent of all uninsured parents in Colorado.   

 

CCLP notes that since 2004, Colorado has expanded coverage to a current total of 
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65,935 parents of Medicaid eligible children through Amendment 35 (tobacco tax) 

and HB09-1293, the Hospital Provider Fee.  Currently, Colorado parents are Medicaid 

eligible up to 100 percent of the Federal Poverty Level, which for a family of four is 

an annual income of  $23,050. Prior to 2004, Colorado offered coverage to parents 

under about 37% of Federal Poverty which is an annual income of $8,528 for a family 

of four.    

 

HHS announces $128.6 million in grants to community health centers 

While much of the coverage of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) has focused on critical 

insurance reforms, the ACA also takes important steps to improve health care 

infrastructure and delivery throughout the United States. These investments in 

infrastructure help to guarantee that all of those newly insured under the law will be 

able to access quality health care within their communities. 

 

This week, Secretary of Health and Human Services, Kathleen 

Sebelius announced that 41 states had received grants totalling $128.6 million to 

expand community health centers. The grants, which were given to 219 health 

centers throughout the country, are projected to provide care for more than 1.25 

million patients and create approximately 5,640 new jobs by establishing new health 

center sites. 

 

Five Colorado health centers received grants totaling almost $3 million. A 

complete list of grantees is available from HHS. 
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