
 
 
18 Days Until Open Enrollment: Beginning October 1, individuals and small 

businesses will be able to sign up for health insurance throughConnect for Health 

Colorado, Colorado's new health insurance marketplace. Coverage begins January 1, 

2014.   

  

This week's updates: 

 Claire Levy selected as CCLP's next executive director 
 CCLP publishes article examining appeal rights under Obamacare 
 CCLP releases fact sheet concerning health reform's impact on poverty 
 Congress readies for possible showdown over health reform and budget  

 

Claire Levy selected as CCLP's next executive director 
  

The Colorado Center on Law and Policy has selected Representative Claire Levy as 

executive director to lead the nonprofit, replacing Christine Murphy who is retiring 

after three years of service to CCLP. The President of CCLP's Board of Directors, 

T.A. Taylor-Hunt, said Levy's record of success at the Capitol and strong leadership 

skills make her the ideal person to lead CCLP as it builds on its legacy of service and 

advocacy. Levy, who will replace Murphy on Nov. 1, said she plans to build on 

CCLP's reputation as an important voice at the state Capitol and in the community on 

budget issues, economic opportunity and health care. Read the announcement on 

CCLP's website. 

  

CCLP publishes article examining appeal rights under Obamacare 
  

CCLP Health Care Attorney George Lyford published an article in this month's 

Boulder Bar Association newsletter, titled "Appeal Rights Under Obamacare: What 

practitioners need to know."  The article explains that beginning October 1, an 

estimated 466,370 Coloradans will be eligible for subsidies to help them buy 

insurance through the newly established health insurance marketplace, known as 

Connect for Health Colorado. Subsidies will be available to lower and middle income 

people whose annual income is higher than the eligibility threshold for Medicaid but 

is under 400 percent of the federal poverty level (approximately $46,000 for an 

individual and $94,000 for a family of four). Eligibility for subsidies will be based on 

factors such as income, household size and citizenship status, to name a few. 

  

However, eligibility for subsidies in the marketplace first require an individual to be 

determined ineligible for Medicaid. Because of the interrelatedness of these programs, 
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Connect for Health Colorado decided to establish its appeals process in the Colorado 

Office of Administrative Courts, which also handles Medicaid appeals. This 

streamlined approach will help to ensure that individuals appealing marketplace or 

Medicaid eligibility determinations can undergo a single process in front of a single 

adjudicator. 

 

 CCLP releases fact sheet concerning health reform's impact on poverty 

  

With approximately 18 days until open enrollment begins in Connect for Health 

Colorado, we believe it is a good opportunity to take a step back and examine the 

impact the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is having and will continue to have on 

reducing poverty in Colorado. CCLP recently released a fact sheet examining how 

various provisions of the ACA are helping to reduce poverty in Colorado, including 

through the expansion of Medicaid to childless adults under age 65 with an annual 

income up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level, implementation of Connect for 

Health Colorado and various other consumer protections. According to the fact sheet, 

expanding Medicaid will result in approximately 160,000 Coloradans becoming 

eligible for the program. Annual average household earnings will be $608 higher with 

Medicaid expansion compared to no expansion. 2.5 million Coloradans currently 

living with pre-existing conditions will not longer be excluded from health insurance 

coverage or charged more due to their health status. And the list goes on. 

  

See more: CCLP Fact Sheet "The Affordable Care Act enhances economic security 

and reduces poverty for low-income Coloradans" 

  

Congress readies for possible showdown over health reform and budget 
  

As the end of the federal fiscal year looms, Congress has turned its attention to the 

federal budget. Many lawmakers are threatening to shut down the government or 

force the U.S. to default on its financial obligations unless Congress agrees to cut 

funding from the Affordable Care Act. 

  

Legislation that currently funds the federal government expires on September 30th. If 

Congress does not act, federal agencies will shut down beginning in October. 

Additionally, the federal government is expected to run out of borrowing authority in 

mid-October. If Congress does not act to raise the debt-ceiling before then, the United 

States would default on at least some of its financial obligations. 

  

Many Republican lawmakers who oppose the Affordable Care Act see these budget 

related deadlines as their last opportunity to stop the law.  Several have demanded that 

any budget deal strip the health reform law of funding. Democrats, including the 
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President, have said they will not accept any budget agreement that defunds the health 

reform law. 

  

Earlier this week, Republican leaders in the House cancelled a vote that would have 

temporarily funded the government after members of the House Republican caucus 

objected. The legislation was tied to a resolution defunding the Affordable Care Act 

but legislative procedures would have let the Democratic-controlled Senate take up 

the budget bill without considering the health reform resolution. 

  

Next week, the House is expected to vote on legislation funding the government 

through the end of the year. It is unclear what form this legislation will take and how 

Republicans will reconcile the different opinions amongst their members. 

  

Read more about the potential government shutdown from the New York 

Times, Washington Post, and Politico. 
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